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ther orders.   Inform vessels under your command by tele-
graph.                                                                  LONG.

Of this message Dewey writes: "Its wording sliows how
carefully our government was moving In a moment of such
intense excitement." "What happened next, is described by
him as follows:

"Though President McKinley was still confident that
war could be averted, active naval measures had already
begun, so far as navy-yard work upon ships and Initial in-
quiries with regard to the purchase of war material was
concerned. But the first real step was taken on February
25, when telegraphic instructions were sent to the Asiatic,
European, and South Atlantic Squadrons to rendezvous at
certain convenient points where, should war break out, they
would be most available.

"The message to the Asiatic Squadron bore the signa-
ture of that Assistant Secretary who had seized the oppor-
tunity, while Acting Secretary, to hasten preparations for
a conflict which was inevitable. As Mr. Eoosevelt reasoned,
precautions would cost little in time of peace and would
be invaluable in case of war. His cablegram was as follows:

WASHINGTON, February 2o, 1898.
Dewey, Hong Kong:

Order the squadron except the Monocacy to Hong Kong.
Keep full of coal. In the event of declaration of war Spain,
your duty will be to see that the Spanish Squadron does
not leave the Asiatic coast, and then offensive operations in
Philippine Islands. Keep Olympia until further orders.

EOOSEVELT.

"The reference to keeping the Olympia until further or-
ders was due to the fact that I had been notified that she
would soon be recalled to the United States."

Dewey obeyed these instructions and proceeded to get
his fleet in readiness for sailing for Manila at a moment's